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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. PRIME MINISTER ERIC WILLIAMS HAS ASSERTED THAT THE 
NEW-FOUND INTEREST OF LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES IN THE 
CARIBBEAN POSES THE DANGER OF A "RECOLONIALIZATION" 

OF THE CARIBBEAN AND THAT THE INVOLVEMENT OF THESE COUNTRIES IN 
CARIBBEAN AFFAIRS WILL BRING WITH IT ALL OF THE "TENSIONS, RIVALRIES, 
AND JEALOUSIES" OF LATIN AMERICA TO THE AREA. DR. 

WILLIAMS MADE HIS CHARGES IN A SPEECH TO THE SAN FERNANDO 
CONSITUENCY OF THE PEOPLE'S NATIONAL MOVEMENT CPNM) ON 
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2. THE PRIME MINISTER CITED THE RECENT ACTIVITIES OF 
VENEZUELA IN PARTICULAR AND ALSO THOSE OF COLOMBIA, MEXICO, 
AND BRAZIL AS EVIDENCE THAT THIS "RECOLONIALIZATION" WAS IN 
FULL SWING AND THAT IT WOULD NOT STOP WITH "MERELY THE MANI- 
PULATION OF THE POLITICAL PROCESS." AMONG THE SPECIFIC 
ACTIVITIES OF LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES WHICH DREW DR. 

WILLIAMS' FIRE WAS THE INITIATIVE OF MEXICO TO INVOLVE 16 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN A CARIBBEAN SHIPPING VENTURE (REFTEL). 
VENEZUELA BORE THE BRUNT OF WILLIAMS’ CRITICISM FOR ITS 
INVOLVEMENT IN ALUMINUM DEALS WITH CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES, IN 
LENDING MONEY TO THE LIAT AIRLINE, IN ADVOCATING A 
CONFERENCE ON CARIBBEAN INTEGRATION, AND FOR ITS ASSISTANCE 
TO THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
HIS PARTY, THE PNM, HAD BEEN FORMED IN 1956 TO REMOVE 
COLONIALISM AND THAT IT WAS NOT NOW GOING TO BRING IT BACK IN 
A DIFFERENT GUISE. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF THE POLITICAL SETTING OF THE SPEECH 

AND THE FACT THAT HIS REMARKS WERE NOT GIVEN WIDE DISTRIBUTION 
BY THE GOVERNMENT, DR. WILLIAMS' COMMENTS MAY BE REGARDED TO 
SOME EXTENT AS AN ATTEMPT TO CREATE A NEW EXTERNAL DANGER 
AS AN OBJECT TO ATTACK DURING THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN. HIS STATEMENTS DO REFLECT, HOWEVER, A REAL 
CONCERN ABOUT THE INVOLVEMENT OF LARGER AND MORE POWERFUL 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES IN THE AFFIARS OF THE SMALL 
ISLAND STATES OF THE WEST INDIES. HE NO DOUBT ALSO DOES 
NOT APPRECIATE THE BIG BOYS HORNING IN ON AN AREA WHERE HE 
IS THE SENIOR HEAD OF GOVERNMENT AND WHERE HIS COUNTRY'S 
OIL BONANZA HAS GIVEN IT SOME ADDITIONAL LEVERAGE IN 
REGIONAL COUNCILS. 
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